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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO PENNSYLVANIA
STATE TROOPER LANDON E.
WEAVER

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 13, 2017

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, we started this
week with National Law Enforcement Appre-
ciation Day. | appreciate every colleague of
mine who came to praise our men and women
who keep us safe in the most perilous of
times. The greatest souls of this nation run to-
wards the danger, never thinking of them-
selves, but always ensuring those around
them are safe. These men and women are our
protectors, our guards, our stalwarts. And |
rise today to pay tribute to one of the greatest
in our nation, who was senselessly and trag-
ically taken from us too soon.

Landon Eugene Weaver was a proud son of
Pennsylvania. He was born in Altoona, and
graduated from Central High School in Mar-
tinsburg. He attended the Indiana University of
Pennsylvania until he was accepted into the
Pennsylvania State Police Academy in Her-
shey, achieving his life-long dream to become
a State Trooper. On June 4th last year, he
married his high school sweetheart Macy at
Zion Lutheran Church in Williamsburg. Thir-
teen days later, Trooper Weaver graduated
from the State Police Academy and was as-
signed to Troop G of the Pennsylvania State
Police, Huntingdon Barracks where he proudly
swore his life to protecting and defending our
commonwealth. Like most of us, Landon and
his wife had big plans for the New Year and
their life ahead. They were going to buy a
house and start a family together. Landon was
going to continue doing the only job he has
ever wanted to do—protect his community as
a Pennsylvania State Trooper.

Mr. Speaker, Trooper Weaver’s short watch
came to an end on December 30, 2016, just
49 days after his 23rd birthday. Trooper Wea-
ver was responding to a domestic incident in
Juniata Township, Huntingdon County, when
he was shot and killed. He died doing what he
did every day, trying to make life for others a
little bit better and a little bit safer than the day
before.

Last Thursday, January 5th, was Landon’s
funeral. It was here, Mr. Speaker, where the
true magnitude of our community’s loss could
be felt the most. His wife Macy, now a young
widow, was forced to say farewell to her best
friend and husband. Landon’s parents had to
do the hardest thing a parent ever has to do:
put their son to rest. More than 1,000 law en-
forcement officers from around the nation, rep-
resenting virtually every state, attended Troop-
er Weaver’'s funeral to say goodbye to their
brother. Police uniforms of every color and
squad cars of every design followed Trooper
Weaver, lights flashing, to escort him to his
final resting place in Martinsburg.

Trooper Weaver lived up to the call of honor
of the Pennsylvania State Police, which states:

I am a Pennsylvania State Trooper, a sol-
dier of the law. To me is entrusted the honor
of the force. I must serve honestly, faith-
fully, and if need be, lay down my life as oth-
ers have done before me, rather than swerve
from the path of duty. It is my duty to obey
the law and to enforce it without any consid-
eration of class, color, creed or condition. It
is also my duty to be of service to anyone
who may be in danger or distress, and at all
times so conduct myself that the honor of
the force may be upheld.

My prayers are with Trooper Weaver's fam-
ily, and the entire region that is struggling to
make sense of this loss. Rest easy, Trooper,
and may God bless every man and woman in
the law enforcement community.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 95TH BIRTHDAY
OF CLARENCE “BUD” ANDERSON

HON. DOUG LaMALFA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 13, 2017

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 95th birthday of Clarence “Bud”
Anderson. A Colonel in the United States Air
Force, Bud is a veteran of both the Vietnam
War and World War Il, where he achieved the
status of “triple ace” after shooting down a
total of 16" enemy planes and was awarded
the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest
honor bestowed by Congress.

Born in Oakland, California, Bud grew up on
a farm near Newcastle, California and joined
the United States Army as an aviation cadet in
1942, where he soon received his commission
as second lieutenant in the United States Air
Force. In the Second World War, Bud flew
with the 363rd Fighter Squadron of the 357th
Fighter Group and tallied 116 missions in his
P-51D Mustang, nicknamed Old Crow.

In 1944 and at the young age of 22, Bud
had already reached the rank of Major before
returning home to the United States in 1945.
He then became a fighter test pilot before
serving as a Wing Commander on another
tour of duty in Vietnam. Bud retired as a Colo-
nel in 1972 and has been decorated 25 times
for his service in the United States Air Force.
In 2008, Bud Anderson was inducted into the
National Aviation Hall of Fame.

I've been proud to call Bud a friend of mine
for several years. He is a true patriot and
someone who is more than deserving of the
accolades he has received throughout his life
and career. Our nation would be grateful to
have more Americans like Bud Anderson.

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL

OF THE LIONS CLUB INTER-
NATIONAL
HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 13, 2017

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the Centennial Year of the Lions Club
International.

Founded by Melvin Jones in June, 1917, the
Lions Club was established as a place where
men of, “drive, intelligence and ambition,”
could come together and, “put their talents to
work improving their communities.” It was
Jones’ vision that the Lions Club become the
global leader in community and humanitarian
service.

Indeed, 100 years later the Lions Club has
become an international movement with 1.4
milion men and women across nearly 200
countries—including my hometown of Wood-
ville, Texas. Across the globe, the Lions Club
is empowering volunteers to serve their com-
munities, meet humanitarian needs, encour-
age peace and promote international under-
standing. As a Lions Club member myself, |
share this commitment to serving others.

My own club, in Woodville Texas is part of
Lions Club District 2-S1, and the 36th Con-
gressional District that | represent is encom-
passed by both Lions Club Districts 2-S1 and
2—-S2. Members within these districts are para-
gons of servant leadership, and have mobi-
lized to support countless worthy causes
across Texas—including natural disaster re-
covery, vision screenings and diabetes aware-
ness. | want to take the time to personally
thank each Lions Club within these two dis-
tricts, and commend the dedication and serv-
ant leadership that each Lion gives to their
community.

District 2-S1: Alto Lions Club, Angelina
County Ladies Lions Club, Beaumont Break-
fast Lions Club, Beaumont Founders, Beau-
mont South/Forest Park Lions Club, Beckville
Lions Club, Bridge City Lions Club, Buna
Lions Club, Burkeville—Toledo Bend Lions
Club, Carthage Noon Lions Club, Center Noon
Lions Club, Chester Lions Club, Corrigan
Lions Club, Cushing Lions Club, Diboll Lions
Club, Dick Dowling Lions Club, Garrison Lions
Club, Groveton Lions Club, Hamshire Fannett
Lions Club, Hemphill Lions Club, Jacksonville
Lions Club, Jasper Evening Lions Club, Jas-
per Lions Club, Kirbyville Lions Club, Lamar
University, Little Cypress Lions Club, Living-
ston Lions Club, Lufkin Evening Lions Club,
Lufkin Host Lions Club, Lumberton Lions Club,
Metro Lions Club, Nacogdoches Breakfast
Lions Club, Nacogdoches Ladies Lions Club,
Nederland Professional Lions Club, New Sum-
merfield Lions Club, Newton Lions Club,
Onalaska Greater Lions Club, Orange Lions
Club, Orange Noon Lions Club, Panola Coun-
ty Lions Club, Port Arthur Founders, Port
Neches Lions Club, Rusk Lions Club, San Au-
gustine Lions Club, Shelbyville Lions Club,
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Silsbee Lions Club, Sour Lake Lions Club,
South County Breakfast Lions Club, Spurger
Lions Club, Trinity Lions Club, Vidor Lions
Club, Winnie Stowell Lions Club, Woodville
Lions Club.

District 2-S2: Alief Lions Clubs, Anahuac
Lions Clubs, Barbers Hill Lions Clubs, Bay-
town Lions Clubs, Brookshire/Pattison Lions
Clubs, Cleveland Lions Clubs, Conroe Noon
Lions Clubs, Crosby Lions Clubs, Cut and
Shoot Family Lions Clubs, Dayton Noon Lions
Clubs, Deer Park Lions Clubs, Hardin Lions
Clubs, Hempstead Lions Clubs, Houston Al-
dine & Spring Area Lions Clubs, Houston City-
Fair Lions Clubs, Houston Founder Lions
Clubs, Houston Fil-Am Lions Clubs, Houston
Greenspoint Lions Clubs, Houston Heights
Lions Clubs, Houston Hobby Airport Lions
Clubs, Houston Lady Lions Clubs, Houston
Memorial Lions Clubs, Houston Midwest Lions
Clubs, Houston Millennium Lions Clubs, Hous-
ton Northwest Lions Clubs, Houston Royal
Oks Lions Clubs, Houston Southwest Lions
Clubs, Houston Space City Lions Clubs, Hous-
ton Sports Lions Clubs, Houston Spring
Branch Lions Clubs, Houston Westbury Lions
Clubs, Huffman Lions Clubs, Humble Lions
Clubs, Humble Noon Lions Clubs, Huntsville
Lions Clubs, Katy Lions Clubs, Kingwood
Lions Clubs, Klein Lions Clubs, La Porte Lions
Clubs, Liberty Lions Clubs, Magnolia Lions
Clubs, Montgomery Lions Clubs, Panorama
Lions Clubs, Pasadena Lions Clubs, Prairie
View A&M University Lions Clubs, Sam Hous-
ton State University Lions Clubs, South Mont-
gomery County Lions Clubs, The Woodlands
Lions Clubs, Tomball Lions Clubs, Twin City
Lions Clubs, Walker County Lions Clubs,
Waller Lions Clubs.

On behalf of the 36th Congressional District
of Texas, | commend the Lions for their 100
years of service to our communities across
East Texas, to our nation and to those in need
across the world.

———

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRESSIVE
CAUCUS: THE TRUMP ADMINIS-
TRATION NOMINEES

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 12, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the House Committees on the
Judiciary and Homeland Security Committee;
Ranking Member of the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Se-
curity, and Investigations, and the Congres-
sional Voting Rights Caucus, | rise today to
express my views regarding the more trou-
bling nominations made by the President-Elect
to fill the important Cabinet posts at the De-
partments of Justice, Health and Human Serv-
ices, and Energy.

Let me begin with the nomination of U.S.
Senator JEFFERSON BEAUREGARD “JEFF SES-
SIONS Il of Alabama to be the next Attorney
General of the United States.

Mr. Speaker, those of us who oppose the
nomination of Senator SESSIONS to be Attor-
ney General owe a responsibility to the public
to be clear and forthright in stating the rea-
sons they believe he should not be confirmed
as the Attorney General of the United States.
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Many of the senator’s supporters, ranging
from his Republican colleagues in the Senate
to current and former staffers to home state
friends and constituents, praise the senator for
his modesty and courtesy and manners.

The four-term senator and former state and
federal prosecutor is, we are told, learned in
the law, a person of deep faith, a good man
who loves his family, his state, and his coun-
try.

We can, as the lawyers say, stipulate that
these assertions are true.

But that does not make him an appropriate
and deserving candidate to be Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States.

And that is because the office of Attorney
General and the Department of Justice he or
she leads is different in a very fundamental
way from every other Cabinet department.

Unlike the Secretary of Transportation or
Commerce or Education, or even the Sec-
retary of Defense or State, the Attorney Gen-
eral leads a department that is charged with
administering the laws and enforcing the Con-
stitutional guarantees and protections that di-
rectly affect every American, all 320 million of
us.

To quote then-Senator JOSEPH BIDEN during
the 2001 confirmation hearing of Attorney
General nominee John Ashcroft:

This Cabinet position is the single most
unique position of any Cabinet office.

For it’s the only one where the nominee or
the Cabinet officer has an equally strong and
stronger, quite frankly, responsibility to the
American people as he does to the person
who nominates him.

At that same confirmation hearing, Sen.
Dick DURBIN of lllinois observed that “the at-
torney general, more than any other Cabinet
officer, is entrusted with protecting the civil
rights of Americans.”

The Attorney General is not the lawyer for
the President; the Attorney General is the law-
yer, and the Department of Justice the law
firm, for the American people.

That is why | agree so strongly with then-
Senator BIDEN when he said in 2001:

[Flor the office of attorney general, first,
the question is whether the attorney general
is willing to vigorously enforce all the laws
in the Constitution, even though he might
have philosophical disagreements.

[The second question is] whether he pos-
sesses the standing and temperament that
will permit the vast majority of the Amer-
ican people to believe that you can and will
protect and enforce their individual rights.

Put another way, the U.S. Attorney General
and Justice Department is not only the instru-
ment of justice but also the living symbol of
the Constitution’s promise of equal justice
under law.

Mr. Speaker, the nation’s greatest Attorney
Generals conveyed this commitment to equal
justice by their prior experience, their words
and deed, and their character.

Think Herbert Brownell, Attorney General for
Republican  President  Eisenhower, who
overaw the integration of Little Rock’s Central
High School.

Think Robert Jackson, Attorney General for
Democratic President Franklin Roosevelt, who
led the prosecution team at the Nazi War
Crimes trial in Nuremburg, Germany.

Think Robert F. Kennedy, for whom the
Main Justice Building is named, bringing to
bear the instruments of federal power to pro-
tect Mississippi Freedom Riders and to stare
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down Governor George Wallace in the suc-
cessful effort to integrate the University of Ala-
bama.

The nomination of Alabama Senator SES-
SIONS as Attorney General does not inspire
the necessary confidence.

As a U.S. Senator from Alabama, the state
from which the infamous Supreme Court deci-
sion in Shelby County v. Holder originated,
Senator SESSIONS has failed to play a con-
structive role in repairing the damage to voting
rights caused by that decision.

He was one of the leading opponents of the
reauthorization of the Violence Against
Women Act.

He is one of the Senate’s most hostile op-
ponents of comprehensive immigration reform
and was a principal architect of the draconian
and incendiary immigration policy advocated
by the President-Elect during the campaign.

And his record in support of efforts to bring
needed reform to the nation’s criminal justice
system is virtually non-existent.

In 1986, ten years before Senator SESSIONS
was elected to the Senate, he was rejected for
a U.S. District Court judgeship in view of doc-
umented incidents that revealed his lack of
commitment to civil and voting rights, and to
equal justice.

And his Senate voting record and rhetoric
has endeared him to white nationalist websites
and organizations like Breitbart and
Stormfront.

As a U.S. attorney, Senator SESSIONS was
the first federal prosecutor in the country to
bring charges against civil rights activists for
voter fraud.

Senator SESSIONS charged the group with
29 counts of voter fraud, facing over 100
years in prison.

Senator SESSIONS has repeatedly denied
the disproportionate impact of voting restric-
tions on minorities and has been a leader in
the effort to undermine the protections of the
Voting Rights Act.

Senator SESSIONS has spoken out against
the Voting Rights Act, calling it “a piece of in-
trusive legislation.”

Senator SESSIONS criticized Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder for challenging state election
laws, claiming they are necessary to fight
voter fraud.

However, evidence supports that voter fraud
is almost nonexistent, with 31 confirmed cases
out of more than 1 billion ballots cast.

As Attorney General of the state of Ala-
bama, Senator SESSIONS fought to continue
practices that harmed schools predominantly
attended by African-American students.

Senator SESSIONS led the fight to uphold the
state of Alabama’s inequitable school funding
mechanism after it had been deemed uncon-
stitutional by the Alabama circuit court.

In the state of Alabama nearly a quarter of
African-American students attend apartheid
schools, meaning the school's white popu-
lation is less than one percent.

Although Senator SESSIONS has publically
taken credit for desegregation efforts in the
state of Alabama, there is no evidence of his
participation in the desegregation of Alabama
schools or any school desegregation lawsuits
filed by then Attorney General SESSIONS.

Mr. Speaker, the United States has been
blessed to have been served as Attorney Gen-
eral by such illustrious figures as Robert Jack-
son, Robert Kennedy, Herbert Brownell,
Ramsey Clark, Nicholas Katzenbach, Eric
Holder, and Edward H. Levi.
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